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MAIN DISINFORMATION TOPICS

NWO (New World Order):  claims that there is a secret 
elite which has a plan to radically alter the world, in 
such a way so that they can take the big decisions. 
Mainly, the messages say that this elite is the cause of 
the COVID pandemic, or that it created a media illusion, 
tricking the world into believing that the new coronavi-
rus is real, in order to take control of the world.

POP (Population Control: claims that there are some 
plans to control the population (by microchips included 
in the vaccine, control of the virus via 5G etc) or to 
decimate it (due of a so called overpopulation).

WHO: messages claiming that the World Health Organi-
zation is evil, involved in various conspiracies. Some 
messages claim that WHO is part of the NOW, others 
that it is part of a plan to decimate the population or 
that it is „sold” to China (supporting China in the effort 
to become a global leader). 

CENSOR (Global censorship): the idea that “alternative 
voices” are censored on Facebook, Twitter, Youtube. 
Messages of this kind appear in connection with the 
deletion of some content from the big platforms (eg. 
Plandemic), in connection with the deletion of some 
Facebook groups but also in connection with fact-check 
type messages, added to some controversial posts.

GENERIC CONSPIRACIES

DICT (Dictatorship):  various kinds of messages in which 
the government is claimed to exaggerate (or have 
invented) the pandemic to implement or mainain a 
“medical-political dictatorship”.

CORR (Corruption):  government exaggerates the 
pandemic to cover up various acts of corruption. 

NAT (Nationalism, antiglobalism): Various types of 
messages centered on the idea that countries are losing 
their identity due to the globalist/neomarxist trend and 
other nationalist propaganda.

REL (Religion): most of the messages here claim that the 
measures taken to prevent the spreading of the new 
coronavirus are “anti-Christian” or try to limit religious 
freedom. Besides that, there were messages claiming 
that you cannot get sick in the church or that you can 
cure yourself through faith.

MEDIA: messages claiming that the “traditional” media 
follows the directives imposed by the government, 
especially when it comes to reporting the number of 
COVID cases. 

INT:  messages regarding international politics such as 
concerning elections, or promoting countries with a 
“softer” approch to COVID.

REP (Reporting):  messages claiming that the authorities 
are hiding the real number of COVID cases, but also 
messages claiming that people are being paid to declare 
that they are infected with COVID (while they are not), or 
to accept COVID as the death cause of some relatives 
(that die due to other casues).

OTH (Other political issues):  misionformation revolving 
aroung local political issues, other than the above.

POLITICS, IDEOLOGY

MASK:  messages that contradict the official statement 
regarding the benefits of masks in preventing the 
spread of SarsCov-2. Some messages claim that masks 
aren’t helping, and their promotion takes place only 
because of corruption; others claim that masks are 
dangerous (the oxygen level drops, they can led to 
diseases).

AVAX: messages claiming that vaccination is dangerous; 
sometimes these messages are connected to other 
themes (Bill Gates, population control), other times this 
is just an anti-science position, warning of serious 
dangers associated with vaccines, or simply ideas 
without proof regarding the contents of the vaccines 
(eg. cells from aborted fetuses). 

MC (Miracle cures): messages promoting various 
treatments for COVID, without any medical backing, 
from Vitamin C to drinking disinfectant, homeopathic 
remedies, strengthening the immunity etc.

OTHERMED (Other medical misinformation): claims that 
contradict medical consensus but are not in the above 
categories.

SCIENCE, MEDICAL

LAB: various messages referring to the intentional 
creation of SarsCov-2, with variants such as „created by 
the americans” or „created by the Chinese”.”

5G & COVID: messages claiming that either 5G is the root 
cause of the SrsCov-2 pandemic, or that the virus isn’t 
real and the pandemic was invented in order to facilitate 
the installment of 5G antennas.

GATES: messages mentioning Bill gates as part of some 
plots/conspiracies. Generally the messages are related 
to the pandemic and vaccines – Bill Gates is mentioned 
as being involved in the creation of the pandemic or in 
the manipulation that tries to convince us to believe in a 
non-existent pandemic and sometimes he is mentioned 
as being behind some plans to vaccinate the population 
of the globe, in the process implanting chips that allow 
gathering information about the people or control of 
their behavior. 

SOROS: messages claiming that Soros is evil, involved in 
many conspiracies. The messages mention him less in 
regard to the SarsCov-2 pandemic, but more in other 
contexts, for example as a “promoter of globalism” or 
“LGBT interests” supporter or in connection to the Black 
Lives Matter protests.

SPECIFIC CONSPIRACIES

Report on disinformation on social media 
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Similar to previous months, most 
misinformation consisted in promoting 
anti-vaccination narratives. 
Georgia began administering the first 
shots of the COVID 19 vaccine in March, so 
misinformation focused on the negative 
effects of vaccination, especially the 
Astrazeneca vaccine.  In many Facebook 
posts Astrazeneca was called a 
"poison-vaccine" and a “killer”-vaccine.  
As for the Pfizer, one report falsely 
claimed that vaccine contains a chip 
produced by the Microsoft. 
There were other anti-vax narratives, for 
example, that vaccination is not effective, 
due to the various mutations that it 
undergoes.     
Other narratives brought up wearing 
masks, especially the government’s 
decision to enforce it. 

COUNTRY PROFILE GEORGIA

She is the author of her own online talk 
show, she often reports FB lives and 
posts her interviews aired by main-
stream media. In her posts, she urges 
followers to be actively involved in 
anti-vaccine actions. She also convinces 
the audience that all vaccines are dan-
gerous and are invented for fatal 
reasons. 
Politically motivated posts were also 
present, such posts usually got more 
likes and engagement from the audi-
ence. 
Other narratives were similar to previ-
ous ones: that COVID-19 doesn’t exist; 
pandemic is made up to reduce the 
human population; those in power want 
to establish a New World Order - char-
acterized by... worshiping Lucifer.

Visibility of main topics on social media

Increased calls for disobedience such as, not 
wearing masks, not keeping social distance 
were reported. There was even a direct call 
for action in order to take an appeal to the 
Georgian court, as well as posts about filing 
charges to the International Criminal Court 
against those who are in power, for faking 
the pandemic.
Misinformation posters became more 
skillful in using online tools: they use 
memes to spread messages around, and 
funny video applications to make fun of 
authority figures responsible for pandemic 
management, such as head of the center of 
disease control. 
New influencers continue to emerge - one 
Facebook profile of a proclaimed doctor has 
4374 friends and 6744 Facebook followers 
and spreads anti-vaccine narratives. 

Believing Christians of the Bible
This group is mostly religious and against 
vaccination. In posts, vaccines are repre-
sented as a satanic weapon to control the 
population. The main narrative is that the 
Antichrist wants to take control over the 
whole world as it is written in the Bible. 
This process starts with vaccines, masks 
and covid tests, and influential people 
(politicians especially) are part of this 
plan. People should see the reality and 
not  obey the satanic rules presented by 
governments.



Evolution of main topics over time 

Similar to previous months, most 
misinformation consisted in promoting 
anti-vaccination narratives. 
Georgia began administering the first 
shots of the COVID 19 vaccine in March, so 
misinformation focused on the negative 
effects of vaccination, especially the 
Astrazeneca vaccine.  In many Facebook 
posts Astrazeneca was called a 
"poison-vaccine" and a “killer”-vaccine.  
As for the Pfizer, one report falsely 
claimed that vaccine contains a chip 
produced by the Microsoft. 
There were other anti-vax narratives, for 
example, that vaccination is not effective, 
due to the various mutations that it 
undergoes.     
Other narratives brought up wearing 
masks, especially the government’s 
decision to enforce it. 

She is the author of her own online talk 
show, she often reports FB lives and 
posts her interviews aired by main-
stream media. In her posts, she urges 
followers to be actively involved in 
anti-vaccine actions. She also convinces 
the audience that all vaccines are dan-
gerous and are invented for fatal 
reasons. 
Politically motivated posts were also 
present, such posts usually got more 
likes and engagement from the audi-
ence. 
Other narratives were similar to previ-
ous ones: that COVID-19 doesn’t exist; 
pandemic is made up to reduce the 
human population; those in power want 
to establish a New World Order - char-
acterized by... worshiping Lucifer.

COUNTRY PROFILE GEORGIA

Increased calls for disobedience such as, not 
wearing masks, not keeping social distance 
were reported. There was even a direct call 
for action in order to take an appeal to the 
Georgian court, as well as posts about filing 
charges to the International Criminal Court 
against those who are in power, for faking 
the pandemic.
Misinformation posters became more 
skillful in using online tools: they use 
memes to spread messages around, and 
funny video applications to make fun of 
authority figures responsible for pandemic 
management, such as head of the center of 
disease control. 
New influencers continue to emerge - one 
Facebook profile of a proclaimed doctor has 
4374 friends and 6744 Facebook followers 
and spreads anti-vaccine narratives. 

Believing Christians of the Bible
This group is mostly religious and against 
vaccination. In posts, vaccines are repre-
sented as a satanic weapon to control the 
population. The main narrative is that the 
Antichrist wants to take control over the 
whole world as it is written in the Bible. 
This process starts with vaccines, masks 
and covid tests, and influential people 
(politicians especially) are part of this 
plan. People should see the reality and 
not  obey the satanic rules presented by 
governments.



COUNTRY PROFILE GREECE

Greek social media space continued to be 
dominated by misinformation narratives that 
combined anti-government and corruption 
claims with anti-vaccination. 
Most misinformation on Facebook is spread by 
some specific pages and groups, but also by 
influencers who are becoming quite popular.
A man who claims to be a “medical laboratory 
scientist”, for example, has gained about 9000 
followers who turn to him for “trustworthy” 
information. His main claim is that no vaccine 
can protect us from viruses and that there are 
no vaccines without serious side effects. 
He also claims that the only protection against 
COVID-19 is a healthy way of life, he never 
wears a face mask and he urges his followers 
not to take the vaccine. He says that the 
pandemic is not real and that the danger of 
COVID-19 is exaggerated by the government, 
which he considers to be corrupted.
Some other profiles with thousands of 
followers also urge their audience not to take 
the vaccine and they claim to be in a “fight” 
with those who want to get the vaccine. 

Visibility of main topics on social media

The anti-vaccination movement focused on 
vaccination of children and adolescents 
and people with disabilities, but also on 
conspiracy theories like the presence of 
micro-chips (in vaccines) that even cause 
death. Conspiracy theories about vaccines 
have been supported by video testimonials, 
examples of other countries like Israel, 
Russia and the US, and by hate speech 
focused on production companies like 
Astra-Zeneca and Pfizer. 
Antivaxx narratives also attacked the 
credibility and the effectiveness of vaccines 
with some misinformation claiming that 
“The vaccinated are transmitting the 
Covid-19 to the healthy ones”.  
Misinformation linked anti-vaccination with 
anti-government narratives such as - “the 
government has hidden plans”, “the 
government wants to kill us”, “the 
government is not reporting the real 
number of vaccine side effects cases”, “the 
vaccine is more dangerous than the virus” 
etc. 

Such conspiracy theories were in some 
cases supported by examples from other 
countries like the Netherlands, Sweden, and 
Germany. As we can observe by the curves 
on our charts corruption moves together 
with New World Order and Anti-vaccination 
posts move together with Government’s 
corruption . 
Claims that the pandemic is exaggerated, 
and that the virus is not dangerous are still 
very popular.
Anti-government misinformation is still 
taking over much of the posts of the 
monitored profiles, reinforced especially by 
the claim that government was corrupted, 
and connected to elites that want to impose 
a dictatorship that will bring the New World 
Order. Pages and groups that spread 
misinformation call for disobedience: being 
vaccinated might be harmful so people 
should have the freedom to decide if they 
will be vaccinated or not (though it is not 

mandatory, so this narrative is just used to 
promote fear of vaccination).  They also 
claim anti-covid measures are not effective, 
and even that Covid is actually not as serious 
as doctors and state officials say.
Misinformation about the Greek-Turkish 
relations, Bill Gates, European Union, police 
and migrants were also important topics of 
online discussions. 
The role of journalism has been questioned, 
along with its legitimacy, because of claims 
of censorship and media campaigns to 
promote the vaccination.
Anti-masks and anti-testing messages were 
still present, but they were not getting so 
much attention. QAnon conspiracy theories 
and famous conspiracy theories about 
Gates, Soros, 5G, etc. have very much 
decreased.
Some influencers increased their attacks on 
Facebook – with posts claiming it is not a 
“democratic” platform any more, so they 
started to move to VKontakte, a Russian 
social media platform, where conspiracy 
theories about Covid-19 and nationalism are 
widely circulated. Another platform that is 
being promoted in misinformation networks 
is MeWe, and some interest is shown to 
Telegram as well (though it is not yet popular 
in Greece). 
We also note that some of the profiles that 
used to spread a lot of disinformation were 
not so active during this phase of our 
research. Some were banned from 
Facebook, while others have stopped posting 
so often. Interestingly enough, a few profiles 
seem to have gradually switched from 
disseminating misinformation to 
commenting on politics.



COUNTRY PROFILE GREECE

Greek social media space continued to be 
dominated by misinformation narratives that 
combined anti-government and corruption 
claims with anti-vaccination. 
Most misinformation on Facebook is spread by 
some specific pages and groups, but also by 
influencers who are becoming quite popular.
A man who claims to be a “medical laboratory 
scientist”, for example, has gained about 9000 
followers who turn to him for “trustworthy” 
information. His main claim is that no vaccine 
can protect us from viruses and that there are 
no vaccines without serious side effects. 
He also claims that the only protection against 
COVID-19 is a healthy way of life, he never 
wears a face mask and he urges his followers 
not to take the vaccine. He says that the 
pandemic is not real and that the danger of 
COVID-19 is exaggerated by the government, 
which he considers to be corrupted.
Some other profiles with thousands of 
followers also urge their audience not to take 
the vaccine and they claim to be in a “fight” 
with those who want to get the vaccine. Evolution of main topics over time 

The anti-vaccination movement focused on 
vaccination of children and adolescents 
and people with disabilities, but also on 
conspiracy theories like the presence of 
micro-chips (in vaccines) that even cause 
death. Conspiracy theories about vaccines 
have been supported by video testimonials, 
examples of other countries like Israel, 
Russia and the US, and by hate speech 
focused on production companies like 
Astra-Zeneca and Pfizer. 
Antivaxx narratives also attacked the 
credibility and the effectiveness of vaccines 
with some misinformation claiming that 
“The vaccinated are transmitting the 
Covid-19 to the healthy ones”.  
Misinformation linked anti-vaccination with 
anti-government narratives such as - “the 
government has hidden plans”, “the 
government wants to kill us”, “the 
government is not reporting the real 
number of vaccine side effects cases”, “the 
vaccine is more dangerous than the virus” 
etc. 

Such conspiracy theories were in some 
cases supported by examples from other 
countries like the Netherlands, Sweden, and 
Germany. As we can observe by the curves 
on our charts corruption moves together 
with New World Order and Anti-vaccination 
posts move together with Government’s 
corruption . 
Claims that the pandemic is exaggerated, 
and that the virus is not dangerous are still 
very popular.
Anti-government misinformation is still 
taking over much of the posts of the 
monitored profiles, reinforced especially by 
the claim that government was corrupted, 
and connected to elites that want to impose 
a dictatorship that will bring the New World 
Order. Pages and groups that spread 
misinformation call for disobedience: being 
vaccinated might be harmful so people 
should have the freedom to decide if they 
will be vaccinated or not (though it is not 

mandatory, so this narrative is just used to 
promote fear of vaccination).  They also 
claim anti-covid measures are not effective, 
and even that Covid is actually not as serious 
as doctors and state officials say.
Misinformation about the Greek-Turkish 
relations, Bill Gates, European Union, police 
and migrants were also important topics of 
online discussions. 
The role of journalism has been questioned, 
along with its legitimacy, because of claims 
of censorship and media campaigns to 
promote the vaccination.
Anti-masks and anti-testing messages were 
still present, but they were not getting so 
much attention. QAnon conspiracy theories 
and famous conspiracy theories about 
Gates, Soros, 5G, etc. have very much 
decreased.
Some influencers increased their attacks on 
Facebook – with posts claiming it is not a 
“democratic” platform any more, so they 
started to move to VKontakte, a Russian 
social media platform, where conspiracy 
theories about Covid-19 and nationalism are 
widely circulated. Another platform that is 
being promoted in misinformation networks 
is MeWe, and some interest is shown to 
Telegram as well (though it is not yet popular 
in Greece). 
We also note that some of the profiles that 
used to spread a lot of disinformation were 
not so active during this phase of our 
research. Some were banned from 
Facebook, while others have stopped posting 
so often. Interestingly enough, a few profiles 
seem to have gradually switched from 
disseminating misinformation to 
commenting on politics.



COUNTRY PROFILE ITALY

Visibility of main topics on social media

The main common thread among Italian influencers 
is the “call for revolution” against the dictatorship 
imposed on the Italian people by the government, 
the EU as well as other “puppeteers”.
Influencers offer statements in line with their target 
public - reality is presented through a pre-ordered 
use of images, posts, video and voice messages to 
construct and control public cognitive response in 
the digital space. Every main Facebook and Tele-
gram profile analyzed has its editorial plan. Detailed 
sponsored contents, as well as ad-hoc comments, 
are fostered among the public to create misleading 
echo chambers in which the leader’s voice is 
presented as capable of challenging the system.
Almost all the profiles push social media rules 
boundaries to their limits that sometimes backfires, 
as it happened to ByoBlu - a popular network of 
self-claimed citizen journalists that has been banned 
from Facebook and YouTube. (They came back on  
Telegram, however, and even bought a digital TV 
channel thanks to crowdfunding). 
THE VOICE OF THE INTELLECTUAL
The last report pointed out how previous censorship 
episodes on TV could become the legacy needed to 
foster anti-system rhetoric by some intellectuals 
such as Diego Fusaro - who has one of the most 
active Facebook pages on the Italian scene. 
During the analyzed period, almost all the contents 
were concentrated on pandemic management. 

Particularly, Fusaro’s page seemed to constantly 
stress the presence of a “new therapeutic regime” 
namely a regime installed by the new world order 
to achieve population control by increasing 
restriction measures that deprive citizens of their 
rights. He considers this would particularly affect 
the middle class and enrich the elites - including 
banks. Thereby, the EU financial system’s rejec-
tion follows naturally: Italy needs more monetary 
independence to strengthen its welfare system. 
The page’s engagement is always significant, even 
when it comes to re-sharing old posts. The use of 
screenshots depicting the title of articles 
published in mainstream newspapers (Corriere 
Della Sera, Il Sole 24 ore, Business Insider Italia) 
became a trend as if to exploit their authority. 
When a prominent newspaper refers to events 
that apparently contradict current regulations, 
Fusaro’s page uses it to claim lockdown as an 
excessive measure.
THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE 
Facebook’s decision to suspend the ByoBlue page 
has left space for 100 Giorni da Leoni (100 Lion’s 
day) one. The page has created a revenue 
scheme based on YouTube’s visualization by 
exploiting the search for the glory of “common 
people.” No matter what the interviewed say after 
the video is gone online, it is very hard for 
him/her to have access to another slot. 

It mostly collects zoom interviews from pedestrian 
people willing to start a career in politics (often 
someone is presented as “the future running major 
for...”) or passionate about esotericism as well as 
unconventional treatments. Interviews least 30-45 
min and are daily live broadcast on Facebook and 
Telegram pages. All videos are introduced by a 
small standardized clip showing a hammer destroy-
ing a television on Mozart’s symphony the 40th first 
movement. The tone of the conversation is mostly 
controlled by SEO specialist Riccardo Rocchesso, 
founder and interviewer. 
THE VOICE OF POWER 
Lega leader’s Matteo Salvini has one of the most 
active Facebook profile in Italy.  With almost 5 
million followers, he is a user who shares an aver-
age of 8/12 posts daily. As the most prominent 
politician investing in Facebook (230.000 euros per 
year) his profile narrative is extremely interesting 
for the report. 

What captured our attention is the detailed 
editorial plan of the page: whenever someone 
shares a comment saying something supporting 
Salvini, the content is automatically included in 
the page's editorial plan. Moreover, there is a  
“Win Salvini” contest that offers active followers 
the chance to meet Salvini. On his page events 
are simplistically narrated aiming to achieve 
maximum interaction bypassing public cognitive 
resilience. For example, using messages that 
aims to highlight the nationality of a subject he 
leads his audience to identify the antagonist in 
the nationality of a subject rather than in the 
subject itself. This leads followers to increased 
polarization, and towards an increasingly 
extremist and radicalized sentiment.
TELEGRAM 
Telegram has become the place where to speak 
“freely” and safely. Almost every influencer has 
one Facebook profile promoting misinformation 
but it is on Telegram that people connect with 
each other sharing false alligations, memes, and 
views on topics. 
Telegram has become the misinformation forge 
in Italy. Overall, influencers’ Telgram subscribers 
numbers are around 15-20 thousand. Some 
general misinformation pages, mailny the one 
interconnected with other countries’ channels 
are even twice bigger. It is the case of THE 
STORM-Q17 witch spread international fakes 
translated in Italian. 
Language and subjects are generally more 
radical and channles may ban not-alligned 
profiles, as well build a sense of group-belonging 
thansk to lighter social media policies.



COUNTRY PROFILE ITALY

Evolution of main topics over time 

The main common thread among Italian influencers 
is the “call for revolution” against the dictatorship 
imposed on the Italian people by the government, 
the EU as well as other “puppeteers”.
Influencers offer statements in line with their target 
public - reality is presented through a pre-ordered 
use of images, posts, video and voice messages to 
construct and control public cognitive response in 
the digital space. Every main Facebook and Tele-
gram profile analyzed has its editorial plan. Detailed 
sponsored contents, as well as ad-hoc comments, 
are fostered among the public to create misleading 
echo chambers in which the leader’s voice is 
presented as capable of challenging the system.
Almost all the profiles push social media rules 
boundaries to their limits that sometimes backfires, 
as it happened to ByoBlu - a popular network of 
self-claimed citizen journalists that has been banned 
from Facebook and YouTube. (They came back on  
Telegram, however, and even bought a digital TV 
channel thanks to crowdfunding). 
THE VOICE OF THE INTELLECTUAL
The last report pointed out how previous censorship 
episodes on TV could become the legacy needed to 
foster anti-system rhetoric by some intellectuals 
such as Diego Fusaro - who has one of the most 
active Facebook pages on the Italian scene. 
During the analyzed period, almost all the contents 
were concentrated on pandemic management. 

Particularly, Fusaro’s page seemed to constantly 
stress the presence of a “new therapeutic regime” 
namely a regime installed by the new world order 
to achieve population control by increasing 
restriction measures that deprive citizens of their 
rights. He considers this would particularly affect 
the middle class and enrich the elites - including 
banks. Thereby, the EU financial system’s rejec-
tion follows naturally: Italy needs more monetary 
independence to strengthen its welfare system. 
The page’s engagement is always significant, even 
when it comes to re-sharing old posts. The use of 
screenshots depicting the title of articles 
published in mainstream newspapers (Corriere 
Della Sera, Il Sole 24 ore, Business Insider Italia) 
became a trend as if to exploit their authority. 
When a prominent newspaper refers to events 
that apparently contradict current regulations, 
Fusaro’s page uses it to claim lockdown as an 
excessive measure.
THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE 
Facebook’s decision to suspend the ByoBlue page 
has left space for 100 Giorni da Leoni (100 Lion’s 
day) one. The page has created a revenue 
scheme based on YouTube’s visualization by 
exploiting the search for the glory of “common 
people.” No matter what the interviewed say after 
the video is gone online, it is very hard for 
him/her to have access to another slot. 

It mostly collects zoom interviews from pedestrian 
people willing to start a career in politics (often 
someone is presented as “the future running major 
for...”) or passionate about esotericism as well as 
unconventional treatments. Interviews least 30-45 
min and are daily live broadcast on Facebook and 
Telegram pages. All videos are introduced by a 
small standardized clip showing a hammer destroy-
ing a television on Mozart’s symphony the 40th first 
movement. The tone of the conversation is mostly 
controlled by SEO specialist Riccardo Rocchesso, 
founder and interviewer. 
THE VOICE OF POWER 
Lega leader’s Matteo Salvini has one of the most 
active Facebook profile in Italy.  With almost 5 
million followers, he is a user who shares an aver-
age of 8/12 posts daily. As the most prominent 
politician investing in Facebook (230.000 euros per 
year) his profile narrative is extremely interesting 
for the report. 

What captured our attention is the detailed 
editorial plan of the page: whenever someone 
shares a comment saying something supporting 
Salvini, the content is automatically included in 
the page's editorial plan. Moreover, there is a  
“Win Salvini” contest that offers active followers 
the chance to meet Salvini. On his page events 
are simplistically narrated aiming to achieve 
maximum interaction bypassing public cognitive 
resilience. For example, using messages that 
aims to highlight the nationality of a subject he 
leads his audience to identify the antagonist in 
the nationality of a subject rather than in the 
subject itself. This leads followers to increased 
polarization, and towards an increasingly 
extremist and radicalized sentiment.
TELEGRAM 
Telegram has become the place where to speak 
“freely” and safely. Almost every influencer has 
one Facebook profile promoting misinformation 
but it is on Telegram that people connect with 
each other sharing false alligations, memes, and 
views on topics. 
Telegram has become the misinformation forge 
in Italy. Overall, influencers’ Telgram subscribers 
numbers are around 15-20 thousand. Some 
general misinformation pages, mailny the one 
interconnected with other countries’ channels 
are even twice bigger. It is the case of THE 
STORM-Q17 witch spread international fakes 
translated in Italian. 
Language and subjects are generally more 
radical and channles may ban not-alligned 
profiles, as well build a sense of group-belonging 
thansk to lighter social media policies.



COUNTRY PROFILE ROMANIA

Anti-vaccination and claims of “dictatorship” 
continue to be the most visible topics in 
Romanian social media, though their order 
reversed from the last report (covering March – 
April). 
Generic conspiracies (New world order and 
narratives related to population control) are still 
present, but have been overtaken by the 
“international politics” and “corruption” topics.

Increased anti-vaccination efforts
Anti-vaccination narratives have been spread 
intensively, in attempts to counter governmental 
campaigns to promote vaccinations. 
One method implied “hunting” for cases of 
people who had health issued after being 
vaccinated even though there has still not been 
any evidence of vaccines causing adverse effects 
other than what is expected. The more famous 
the people, and the more serious the incidents, 
the better for the “cause”. 
Another method has been giving false 
interpretations to real data from publicly 
available official sources. 

For example, there has been an intentional 
confusion of what data in the adverse effects 
reporting platforms (VAERS, EudraVigilance) 
mean – such platforms include any incidents 
that come after vaccination in order to 
investigate a possible connection to the 
vaccine, and not that the connection has 
been proves (as claimed by misinformation 
influencers).

Globalization of misinformation
International politics is a topic of interest, 
since decisions on how to proceed with 
vaccination, green passports, prevention 
measures vary from country to country. 
There’s a form of “misinformation 
globalization” that seems to be more visible – 
with Romanian influencers sharing content 
from Italian anti-vaccination pages, copying 
US alt-right media points or praising protests 
in other countries.

Visibility of main topics on social media

The “Nuremberg 2.0” trials
Some specific conspiracy, that appeared last 
year but later faded away, has been 
“resurrected”. In April – May 2020 
misiformation claims that Bill Gates, the 
WHO and the CDC are called before an 
international human rights tribunal for 
genocide, have been widely distributed. 
A similar narrative has resurfaced (though 
Bill Gates is no longer mentioned) - that a 
trial might soon start, based on claims that 
procedures related to COVID vaccines have 
broken principles in the Nuremberg code – 
a Second World War set of ethics principles 
related for human experimentation. 
This misinformation narrative is mainly 
based on the confusion between filing a 
complaint to a court and actually running an 
investigation or trial: proponents of 
conspiracy theories keep suggesting that 
the real existence of complaints (submitted 
by anti-vaxx, conspiratory-prone lawyers) is 
proof that the trial will happen soon.

Misinformation on Telegram 
Some influencers have started Telegram 
Channels to support them when they are 
suspended from Facebook. One 
influencer actually wrote in her channel’s 
description “created after the abusive 
deletion of my Facebook account. The 
truth and investigative journalism will 
prevail!”. 
Telegram groups & channels remain 
small, ranging from a few hundred 
members to a few thousand. The largest 
misinformation Telegram group in 
Romanian is actually a general group 
called simply “ROMANIA”, but even this 
group is declining: according to TGStats, it 
decreased from +58.000 members in 
March to just over 40.000 in May.
The misinformation network looks similar 
on Telegram, touching on similar topics 
and doing a lot of reposting. The 
ROMANIA group presented above 
increased the percentage of forwarded 
posts from 13% in March to 53% in May. 
The language, however, is more radical 
than on Facebook, conspiracy theories 
even more crazy. Everything is shared - 
from openly antisemitic messages to 
QAnon narratives, most being focused on 
COVID and anti-vaccination.
For now, we don’t see Telegram as a 
relevant channel in the Romanian social 
media misinformation ecosystem, but it 
warrants further monitoring as members 
might be getting more radicalized and 
some groups are looking to get organized 
offline to lobby or even propose 
legislation fitting to their ideas. 
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procedures related to COVID vaccines have 
broken principles in the Nuremberg code – 
a Second World War set of ethics principles 
related for human experimentation. 
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the real existence of complaints (submitted 
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Channels to support them when they are 
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influencer actually wrote in her channel’s 
description “created after the abusive 
deletion of my Facebook account. The 
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small, ranging from a few hundred 
members to a few thousand. The largest 
misinformation Telegram group in 
Romanian is actually a general group 
called simply “ROMANIA”, but even this 
group is declining: according to TGStats, it 
decreased from +58.000 members in 
March to just over 40.000 in May.
The misinformation network looks similar 
on Telegram, touching on similar topics 
and doing a lot of reposting. The 
ROMANIA group presented above 
increased the percentage of forwarded 
posts from 13% in March to 53% in May. 
The language, however, is more radical 
than on Facebook, conspiracy theories 
even more crazy. Everything is shared - 
from openly antisemitic messages to 
QAnon narratives, most being focused on 
COVID and anti-vaccination.
For now, we don’t see Telegram as a 
relevant channel in the Romanian social 
media misinformation ecosystem, but it 
warrants further monitoring as members 
might be getting more radicalized and 
some groups are looking to get organized 
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