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MAIN DISINFORMATION TOPICS

New World Order:  claims that there is a secret elite 
which has a plan to radically alter the world, in such a 
way so that they can take the big decisions. Mainly, the 
messages say that this elite is the cause of the COVID 
pandemic, or that it created a media iluusion, tricking 
the world into believing that the new coronavirus is real, 
in order to take control of the world.

Population Control: claims that there are some plans to 
control the population (by microchips included in the 
vaccine, control of the virus via 5G etc) or to decimate it 
(due of a so called overpopulation).

WHO: messages claiming that the World Health Organi-
zation is evil, involved in various conspiracies. Some 
messages claim that WHO is part of the NOW, others 
that it is part of a plan to decimate the population or 
that it is „sold” to China (supporting China in the effort 
to become a global leader). 

Global censorship: the idea that „alternative voices” are 
censored globally, on Facebook, Twitter, Youtube. 
Messages of this kind appear in connection with the 
deletion of some content from the big platforms (eg. 
Plandemic), in connection with the deletion of some 
Facebook groups but also in connection with fact-check 
type messages, added to some controversial posts.in-
visible in Greece (has been included in the category 
“others”).

GENERIC CONSPIRACIES

Anti-governement:  various kinds of messages in which 
the government is attacked, based on unreasonable 
proposals. For example, claims that the government 
intends to implement a medical-political dictatorship, or 
that it already set it up, that the government is lying 
about COVID in order to cover up for various acts of 
corruption. 

Nationalism, antiglobalism: Various types of messages 
centered on the idea that countries are losing their 
identity due to the globalist/neomarxist trend and other 
nationalist propaganda.

Religion: most of the messages here claim that the 
measures taken to prevent the spreading of the new 
coronavirus are “anti-Christian” or try to limit religious 
freedom. Besides that, there were messages claiming 
that you cannot get sick in the church or that you can 
cure yourself through faith.

Media sold out to govt.: messages claiming that the 
“traditional” media follows the directives imposed by 
the government, especially when it comes to reporting 
the number of COVID cases. 

International politics:  messages regarding the US 
elections, or promoting countries with a “softer” 
approch to COVID..

Incorrect reporting:  messages claiming that the 
authorities are hiding the real number of COVID cases 
(see the anti-government category), but also messages 
claiming that people are being paid to declare that they 
are infected with COVID (while they are not), or to accept 
COVID as the death cause of some relatives (that die due 
to other casues).

Anti mask (political): using derogatory language (eg. 
”muzzle”) or irony to suggest mask wearing mandates 
are a step towards dictatorship.

Other political issues:  misionformation revolving 
aroung local political issues, other than the above.

POLITICS, IDEOLOGY

Anti-mask (medical):  messages that contradict the 
official statement regarding the benefits of masks in 
preventing the spread of SarsCov-2. Some messages 
claim that masks aren’t helping, and their promotion 
takes place only because of corruption; others claim 
that masks are dangerous (the oxygen level drops, they 
can led to diseases)5.

Taking temperature: claims that contradict the science 
regarding temperature measurement, such as data theft 
or that this is a medical procedure that needs to be done 
by professionals.

Anti-vaccination: messages claiming that vaccination is 
dangerous; sometimes these messages are connected 
to other themes (Bill Gates, population control), other 
times this is just an anti-science position, warning of 
serious dangers associated with vaccines, or simply 
ideas without proof regarding the contents of the 
vaccines (eg. cells from aborted fetuses). 

Anti COVID vaccination: claims that speificaly target 
anti-COVID vaccines,  such as “it was rushed”, “it’s not 
effective” or “it’s unsfe / dangerous”.

Miracle cures: messages promoting various treatments 
for COVID, without any medical backing, from Vitamin C 
to drinking disinfectant, homeopathic remedies, 
strengthening the immunity etc.

Other medical misinformation: claims that contradict 
medical consensus but are not in the above categories.

SCIENCE, MEDICAL

The virus was created in a lab: various messages 
referring to the intentional creation of SarsCov-2, with 
variants such as „created by the americans” or „created 
by the Chinese”.”

5G & COVID: messages claiming that either 5G is the root 
cause of the SrsCov-2 pandemic, or that the virus isn’t 
real and the pandemic was invented in order to facilitate 
the installment of 5G antennas.

Bill Gates: messages mentioning Bill gates as part of 
some plots/conspiracies. Generally the messages are 
related to the pandemic and vaccines – Bill Gates is 
mentioned as being involved in the creation of the 
pandemic or in the manipulation that tries to convince 
us to believe in a non-existent pandemic and sometimes 
he is mentioned as being behind some plans to vacci-
nate the population of the globe, in the process implant-
ing chips that allow gathering information about the 
people or control of their behavior. 

Soros: messages claiming that Soros is evil, involved in 
many conspiracies. The messages mention him less in 
regard to the SarsCov-2 pandemic, but more in other 
contexts, for example as a “promoter of globalism” or 
“LGBT interests” supporter or in connection to the Black 
Lives Matter protests.

SPECIFIC CONSPIRACIES



Overview

As anti-COVID vaccination started in a number of 
countries, anti-vaccination posts have been growing 
on social media.
Various conspiracy theories grew, such as claims 
related to Bill Gates planning to inject microchips 
through the COVID vaccine, which in turn 
strengthened religious narratives about “the Second 
Coming”.  
At the same time, popular doctors who had been 
promoting recommendations and tips on fighting 
against Covid-19, have become the target of intense 
downgrading. For example, one such influential 
physician has repeatedly been the subject of 
reprimands for his lavish home, which, according to 
the posts, he built at the expense of participating in 
a population reduction project; some narratives 
claim he belongs to the Masonic Order.    
On the other hand, some health professionals have 
spread claims that Covid-19 vaccines are dangerous 
to human health and life; claims that medical 
workers have died right after vaccination have 
become very popular.
Other trends include increased calls for 
disobedience, such as not wearing masks, not 
keeping social distance etc. Calls for activism against 

COUNTRY PROFILE GEORGIA

COVID prevention measures have become more 
aggressive and offensive.  
Georgian disinformation is not without its 
paradoxes: while national motifs are intensified, 
there is also a noticeable spread of messages 
from Greek politicians, doctors and clergymen.

Sources of misinformation

Profiles that spread misinformation often claim 
they are at war against evil and they are censored 
by “Big Tech”. Sources of misinformation include 
doctors, religious leaders and political activists.

Doctors who spread misinformation (e.g. Tina 
Topuria, Nona Agdgomelashvili) usually claim 
COVID is real but exaggerated and prevention 
measures serve other reasons rather than public 
health. They also oppose the idea of vaccination 
claiming it hasn’t been tested enough, or 
questioning the compound of the newly invented 
vaccines. Their posts are popular with people 
who oppose vaccination and among activists who 
use related viewpoints to engage more users into 
action against COVID restrictions.

The religious community (e.g. Christian believers 
in the Bible, David Giorgobiani, Gocha 

Visibility of main topics on social media

Chumashvili, Giorgi Javshanashvili) shares conspiracy 
theories such as “New World Order”, anti-Semitic 
messages and anti-vaccination narratives.
 
According to them, Covid-19 pandemic is a 
pre-prepared fraud. They oppose any restrictions, 
testing and vaccination, as well as wearing facemasks 
or keeping social distance. They see the pandemic as 
a threat to Christianity and believe that the Antichrist 
is trying to change religious institutions and traditions 
to dominate the world. They strongly believe that 
vaccines are actually used to zombify people and to 
change their genetic code. Priests who are in favor of 
vaccination, are often criticized by such profiles. 

Political activists (e.g. Shore Shanidze, Iakov 
Dzughashvili, Mano Beridze) believe Covid-19 is an 
entirely fabricated event aimed at population control. 
They have become more active in their calls for 
resistance, protests against restrictions and repost 
information about rallies in different countries such 
as Russia, Germany, France etc.

While some of them are backing their activities with 
the religious grounds (e.g. using phrases like: “God 
save us”, “we are at war with evil”), one of the users, 
Iakov Dzughasvili is ardently promoting the idea of 
the International Covid Tribunal, which according to 
him, will be the judgement day for those who have 
imposed the “fraud” upon the world population 
that he equates with genocide. 

Most of his posts are bilingual (Russian & English). 
In order to engage more audiences in the shared 
content, he provides translations between the two 
languages. He is aggressive towards those who 
believe in the existence and the seriousness of the 
virus calling them “sheep” and the “mask-glove 
herd”. His trusted source is the Russian conspiracy 
theorist Yury Mukhin, and he often cites him in his 
posts. 

It may also be interesting to note that Iakov 
Dzughashvili is Stalin’s great grandson, while 
Mukhin is a fierce advocate of Stalinist Era 
achievements.  



Evolution of main topics over time 

Overview

As anti-COVID vaccination started in a number of 
countries, anti-vaccination posts have been growing 
on social media.
Various conspiracy theories grew, such as claims 
related to Bill Gates planning to inject microchips 
through the COVID vaccine, which in turn 
strengthened religious narratives about “the Second 
Coming”.  
At the same time, popular doctors who had been 
promoting recommendations and tips on fighting 
against Covid-19, have become the target of intense 
downgrading. For example, one such influential 
physician has repeatedly been the subject of 
reprimands for his lavish home, which, according to 
the posts, he built at the expense of participating in 
a population reduction project; some narratives 
claim he belongs to the Masonic Order.    
On the other hand, some health professionals have 
spread claims that Covid-19 vaccines are dangerous 
to human health and life; claims that medical 
workers have died right after vaccination have 
become very popular.
Other trends include increased calls for 
disobedience, such as not wearing masks, not 
keeping social distance etc. Calls for activism against 

COVID prevention measures have become more 
aggressive and offensive.  
Georgian disinformation is not without its 
paradoxes: while national motifs are intensified, 
there is also a noticeable spread of messages 
from Greek politicians, doctors and clergymen.

Sources of misinformation

Profiles that spread misinformation often claim 
they are at war against evil and they are censored 
by “Big Tech”. Sources of misinformation include 
doctors, religious leaders and political activists.

Doctors who spread misinformation (e.g. Tina 
Topuria, Nona Agdgomelashvili) usually claim 
COVID is real but exaggerated and prevention 
measures serve other reasons rather than public 
health. They also oppose the idea of vaccination 
claiming it hasn’t been tested enough, or 
questioning the compound of the newly invented 
vaccines. Their posts are popular with people 
who oppose vaccination and among activists who 
use related viewpoints to engage more users into 
action against COVID restrictions.

The religious community (e.g. Christian believers 
in the Bible, David Giorgobiani, Gocha 

COUNTRY PROFILE GEORGIA

Chumashvili, Giorgi Javshanashvili) shares conspiracy 
theories such as “New World Order”, anti-Semitic 
messages and anti-vaccination narratives.
 
According to them, Covid-19 pandemic is a 
pre-prepared fraud. They oppose any restrictions, 
testing and vaccination, as well as wearing facemasks 
or keeping social distance. They see the pandemic as 
a threat to Christianity and believe that the Antichrist 
is trying to change religious institutions and traditions 
to dominate the world. They strongly believe that 
vaccines are actually used to zombify people and to 
change their genetic code. Priests who are in favor of 
vaccination, are often criticized by such profiles. 

Political activists (e.g. Shore Shanidze, Iakov 
Dzughashvili, Mano Beridze) believe Covid-19 is an 
entirely fabricated event aimed at population control. 
They have become more active in their calls for 
resistance, protests against restrictions and repost 
information about rallies in different countries such 
as Russia, Germany, France etc.

While some of them are backing their activities with 
the religious grounds (e.g. using phrases like: “God 
save us”, “we are at war with evil”), one of the users, 
Iakov Dzughasvili is ardently promoting the idea of 
the International Covid Tribunal, which according to 
him, will be the judgement day for those who have 
imposed the “fraud” upon the world population 
that he equates with genocide. 

Most of his posts are bilingual (Russian & English). 
In order to engage more audiences in the shared 
content, he provides translations between the two 
languages. He is aggressive towards those who 
believe in the existence and the seriousness of the 
virus calling them “sheep” and the “mask-glove 
herd”. His trusted source is the Russian conspiracy 
theorist Yury Mukhin, and he often cites him in his 
posts. 

It may also be interesting to note that Iakov 
Dzughashvili is Stalin’s great grandson, while 
Mukhin is a fierce advocate of Stalinist Era 
achievements.  



COUNTRY PROFILE GREECE

Overview

Most misinformation in Greece has been focused 
on anti-government and anti-vaccination narratives, 
with claims changing to reflect current events.
Members of government, officials and scientists 
were characterized as corrupted and government 
as authoritarian, taking advantage of the pandemic. 
Anti-vaccination movements claim that the COVID 
vaccines have important side-effects and can even 
lead to death, or spread conspiracy theories such as 
vaccines containing microchips or changing human 
DNA.  Anti-vaccination misinformation was 
especially visible on the days when government 
officials got the vaccine connecting to 
anti-government attacks.
Fake news about facemasks, COVID tests and 
origins of virus, but also migration, and 
Greek-Turkish relations have also continued to get 
attention online, as did several conspiracy theories 
such as the “New World Order”, the establishment 
of a global dictatorship or that the virus was 
intentionally made in a laboratory. A lot of posts 
were against Muslims, Jews and targeting religious 
issues in Greece. 

Visibility of main topics on social media

Democracy has been questioned, since a lot of 
fake news claimed people are no longer free 
because of restrictions. There has also been an 
increase in pro-Trump or Qanon related claims. 
Trump was related with disinformation about 
the production of the medicine against 
Covid-19. At the same time disinformation 
against Joe Biden and Kamala Harris, Bill Gates, 
science, United Nations, Media and EU 
increased significantly. 
Support for China and Russia, especially on 
their crisis management of Covid-19, 
vaccination and measures has been 
increasingly visible and for the first time we 
have observed disinformation and hate speech 
targeted against the LGBTQ+ community. 
There also are frequent attacks on the media 
(seen as corrupt) and on social media platforms 
such as YouTube - for their policies. 

Sources of misinformation

Greece has seen the rise of several Facebook 
Pages, groups, but also individual influencers, 
as sources for online misinformation.

Some profiles (Kostis Spiliotopoulos, Adonis 
Ellinas) are followers of the QAnon conspiracy 
theory; they mix posts about Q with attacks on 
the Greek Government or nationalist 
propaganda.
Most popular pages that spread misinformation 
(Ellinika Nea – Symvaini Tora, Η Ελλάδα Ξυπνάει) 
also mix anti-government messages with 
nationalist propaganda and general conspiracy 
theories.
An interesting development has been the rise of 
an apparent disinformation network - T.OL.MA. 
(DARE be BOLD). Several influencers seem to be 
connected to this movement and have starting 
posting similar content – short clips of 
themselves expressing their opinions and 
beliefs. 

Members of this movement usually consider that the 
virus is not real (or at least not dangerous), and are 
fanatically against the government, which they 
consider to be corrupted. They oppose mandates for 
wearing facemasks, are extremely nationalistic, attack 
refugees and immigrants as “invaders”. 
They are also against vaccination, making various 
claims, including that all the politicians that got 
vaccinated, did not get the “real vaccine”. 



COUNTRY PROFILE GREECE

Overview

Most misinformation in Greece has been focused 
on anti-government and anti-vaccination narratives, 
with claims changing to reflect current events.
Members of government, officials and scientists 
were characterized as corrupted and government 
as authoritarian, taking advantage of the pandemic. 
Anti-vaccination movements claim that the COVID 
vaccines have important side-effects and can even 
lead to death, or spread conspiracy theories such as 
vaccines containing microchips or changing human 
DNA.  Anti-vaccination misinformation was 
especially visible on the days when government 
officials got the vaccine connecting to 
anti-government attacks.
Fake news about facemasks, COVID tests and 
origins of virus, but also migration, and 
Greek-Turkish relations have also continued to get 
attention online, as did several conspiracy theories 
such as the “New World Order”, the establishment 
of a global dictatorship or that the virus was 
intentionally made in a laboratory. A lot of posts 
were against Muslims, Jews and targeting religious 
issues in Greece. Evolution of main topics over time 

Democracy has been questioned, since a lot of 
fake news claimed people are no longer free 
because of restrictions. There has also been an 
increase in pro-Trump or Qanon related claims. 
Trump was related with disinformation about 
the production of the medicine against 
Covid-19. At the same time disinformation 
against Joe Biden and Kamala Harris, Bill Gates, 
science, United Nations, Media and EU 
increased significantly. 
Support for China and Russia, especially on 
their crisis management of Covid-19, 
vaccination and measures has been 
increasingly visible and for the first time we 
have observed disinformation and hate speech 
targeted against the LGBTQ+ community. 
There also are frequent attacks on the media 
(seen as corrupt) and on social media platforms 
such as YouTube - for their policies. 

Sources of misinformation

Greece has seen the rise of several Facebook 
Pages, groups, but also individual influencers, 
as sources for online misinformation.

Some profiles (Kostis Spiliotopoulos, Adonis 
Ellinas) are followers of the QAnon conspiracy 
theory; they mix posts about Q with attacks on 
the Greek Government or nationalist 
propaganda.
Most popular pages that spread misinformation 
(Ellinika Nea – Symvaini Tora, Η Ελλάδα Ξυπνάει) 
also mix anti-government messages with 
nationalist propaganda and general conspiracy 
theories.
An interesting development has been the rise of 
an apparent disinformation network - T.OL.MA. 
(DARE be BOLD). Several influencers seem to be 
connected to this movement and have starting 
posting similar content – short clips of 
themselves expressing their opinions and 
beliefs. 

Members of this movement usually consider that the 
virus is not real (or at least not dangerous), and are 
fanatically against the government, which they 
consider to be corrupted. They oppose mandates for 
wearing facemasks, are extremely nationalistic, attack 
refugees and immigrants as “invaders”. 
They are also against vaccination, making various 
claims, including that all the politicians that got 
vaccinated, did not get the “real vaccine”. 



COUNTRY PROFILE ITALY

Visibility of main topics on social media

Overview

Since the COVID pandemic was spread in Italy in 
February-March 2020, public debate was mostly 
about medical issues concerning consequent 
freedom of speech reduction and mobility. 
It is important to highlight former Prime Minister 
Giuseppe Conte’s role during the whole period. 
His strong use of social media to communicate 
directly with the Italian population had from one 
side bypassed the role of traditional media which 
saw their role as gatekeepers diminished once again 
and, from the other side, offered fake news promot-
ers the possibility to foster their narratives on social 
networks. Meanwhile, the political role covered by 
Giuseppe Conte had deeply oriented the narrative of 
fake news stakeholders to speak out against “health 
dictatorship.” 
Recently, YouTube started warning several users to 
that their allegations constitute disinformation. As a 
response, many influencers and even inelectuals 
have pushed the “censorship” narrative. 
The last major event that is presumed to influence 
those narratives is the assignment of Mario Draghi 
as the new Italian Prime Minister. The former ECB 
leader is now in charge of the Italian Recovery Fund 
and the COVID crisis’ management. Consequently, 

future fake news will probably be directed against 
the European establishment and the banks’ 
shady role behind Italian sovereignty. 

Sources of misinformation 
 

Taking into account the above, it has been made 
clear that in a politically fragmented and dramati-
cally uncertain social environment, opponent 
parties such as Lega (Matteo Salvini) as well as 
Fratelli d’Italia (Giorgia Meloni) had a crucial role 
in spreading disinformation across social media, 
especially Facebook. 
The former, being part of the government as one 
of the two major parties together with Movimen-
to 5 Stelle, had tried in different phases to 
challenge official narratives. Salvini achieved this 
by promoting himself as the defender of people, 
calling for manifestations or weaker confinement 
measures based on non-scientific arguments. His 
role has therefore been fundamental in creating a 
common ground for further spread of fake news. 
Giorgia Meloni, leader of the right opponents 
outside the government, had received large 
support across the citizens disaffected with social 
and sanitary measures taken by Conte. 

She repeatedly denounced the so-called “health 
dictatorship” on her media profiles. 
Finally, non assigned political speakers faced an 
increasing public interest due to their strong count-
er-establishment narratives. Therefore, the present 
report focuses on two of them due to their relevance 
across public discourse. More precisely, Byoblu, a 
platform supposed to investigate social issues by 
providing space to figures unaccepted by the tradi-
tional media and Come don Chishotte, a blog spread-
ing fake news against the perceived elites like Bill 
Gates, OMS or Europe. 
According to the main findings, health concerns have 
often been associated with a lack of democratic 
process. Global elites have been accused of 
preventing Italian citizens from gaining economic 
growth by imposing quarantine, vaccination and 
social distancing measures impeding democracy. 

The majority of the posts/articles analyzed claimed 
those actions as being an “attack” on the Italian 
economic system.
To understand such concerns, the dramatic finacial 
situation Italy was facing before the pandemia has 
to be taken into account. 
One example of such fake news practice is the 
pretentious link between the Recovery Fund and 
bank elites. The resources provided by the Europe-
an Union to help Member States regaining  financial 
stability after the COVID pandemic are considered 
as a plage to gain more control over Italian manu-
factories and welfare.



COUNTRY PROFILE ITALY

Evolution of main topics over time 

Overview

Since the COVID pandemic was spread in Italy in 
February-March 2020, public debate was mostly 
about medical issues concerning consequent 
freedom of speech reduction and mobility. 
It is important to highlight former Prime Minister 
Giuseppe Conte’s role during the whole period. 
His strong use of social media to communicate 
directly with the Italian population had from one 
side bypassed the role of traditional media which 
saw their role as gatekeepers diminished once again 
and, from the other side, offered fake news promot-
ers the possibility to foster their narratives on social 
networks. Meanwhile, the political role covered by 
Giuseppe Conte had deeply oriented the narrative of 
fake news stakeholders to speak out against “health 
dictatorship.” 
Recently, YouTube started warning several users to 
that their allegations constitute disinformation. As a 
response, many influencers and even inelectuals 
have pushed the “censorship” narrative. 
The last major event that is presumed to influence 
those narratives is the assignment of Mario Draghi 
as the new Italian Prime Minister. The former ECB 
leader is now in charge of the Italian Recovery Fund 
and the COVID crisis’ management. Consequently, 

future fake news will probably be directed against 
the European establishment and the banks’ 
shady role behind Italian sovereignty. 

Sources of misinformation 
 

Taking into account the above, it has been made 
clear that in a politically fragmented and dramati-
cally uncertain social environment, opponent 
parties such as Lega (Matteo Salvini) as well as 
Fratelli d’Italia (Giorgia Meloni) had a crucial role 
in spreading disinformation across social media, 
especially Facebook. 
The former, being part of the government as one 
of the two major parties together with Movimen-
to 5 Stelle, had tried in different phases to 
challenge official narratives. Salvini achieved this 
by promoting himself as the defender of people, 
calling for manifestations or weaker confinement 
measures based on non-scientific arguments. His 
role has therefore been fundamental in creating a 
common ground for further spread of fake news. 
Giorgia Meloni, leader of the right opponents 
outside the government, had received large 
support across the citizens disaffected with social 
and sanitary measures taken by Conte. 

She repeatedly denounced the so-called “health 
dictatorship” on her media profiles. 
Finally, non assigned political speakers faced an 
increasing public interest due to their strong count-
er-establishment narratives. Therefore, the present 
report focuses on two of them due to their relevance 
across public discourse. More precisely, Byoblu, a 
platform supposed to investigate social issues by 
providing space to figures unaccepted by the tradi-
tional media and Come don Chishotte, a blog spread-
ing fake news against the perceived elites like Bill 
Gates, OMS or Europe. 
According to the main findings, health concerns have 
often been associated with a lack of democratic 
process. Global elites have been accused of 
preventing Italian citizens from gaining economic 
growth by imposing quarantine, vaccination and 
social distancing measures impeding democracy. 

The majority of the posts/articles analyzed claimed 
those actions as being an “attack” on the Italian 
economic system.
To understand such concerns, the dramatic finacial 
situation Italy was facing before the pandemia has 
to be taken into account. 
One example of such fake news practice is the 
pretentious link between the Recovery Fund and 
bank elites. The resources provided by the Europe-
an Union to help Member States regaining  financial 
stability after the COVID pandemic are considered 
as a plage to gain more control over Italian manu-
factories and welfare.



COUNTRY PROFILE ROMANIA

Overview 

The start of the conversation regarding vaccination 
and subsequently of the inoculation campaign also 
brought a rise in the disinformation related to 
vaccination, both specifically related to the COVID 
vaccines, but also targeting vaccination in general.
Even before the vaccination actually started, 
because of the ARN technology and the shorter 
development time than in other cases, some 
influencers have started spreading messages 
focusing on supposed adverse reactions or trying to 
link the death of people after taking the jab to the 
vaccine. Retorical questions such “why don’t we have 
a vaccine for AIDS or Cancer but it took less than a 
year to get a COVID vaccine” laid the groundwork for 
pushing narratives against “Big Pharma” - that only 
cares about profits and is protected by the corrupt 
government.
The general antivaccination movement, that existed 
long before COVID, jumped at the opportunity to 
promote any and all misinformation about 
vaccination. One particular concern of theirs is to 
frame the vaccination discussion into one about 

personal freedoms, ie. to oppose any attempts to 
make vaccinations mandatory, or to implement 
some restrictions for the people refusing to get a 
vaccine. Thus, when most countries starting 
discussing the establishment of a “vaccination 
passport”, the disinformation presented this as 
being discriminatory, diminishing individual 
freedoms, a form of creating class division etc.
As some public figures started promoting the 
COVID vaccine, disinformation narratives were 
quick to suggest that they are injected with a 
different vaccine than the rest of the population 
or just saline.
Other narratives relating to the pandemic, such 
as “medical dictatorship” or claims that the 
political leaders take advantage of COVID to profit 
financially, continue to be very visible.
In non-medical disinformation, most popular 
narratives include social media censoring 
opinions that diverge from official information 
and some attention to international politics -  
mostly anti-globalism, or attacking the new US 
administration. 

Visibility of main topics on social media

Attitudes towards other countries vary a lot: 
Russia was praised before for managing the 
pandemic without restrictions but, later on, 
when Russia appeared in the news for 
introducing “covid-19 vaccine passport”, it was 
highly criticised. In the beginning of the 
pandemic, China was seen as a threat but now it 
is praised after news of New Year parties in 
Wuhan, a narrative which sustains that the 
pandemic is serving certain hidden interests of 
the Romanian government and other Western 
countries. 

Sources of misinformation

In Romania, online misinformation is dominated 
by a diverse group of influencers: some of them 
are lawyers, some are health professionals, 

others work in fashion, entertainment or media.  
Some of the profiles have been spreading 
conspiracies and misinformation before COVID, but 
have increased their activity; some profiles are new 
spreaders. 
In some cases, a clear motivation for spreading 
conspiracy theories or misinformation is personal 
benefit: they increase their following and use that 
either to sell various products (eg. Homeopathic 
remedies), to build political capital or just to make a 
name for themselves.
In terms of their motivation, we see that 
“antiglobalism” has become a common position, 
building on conservative political positions, 
nationalism and religious sentiment. Influencers also 
continue building their networks, tagging each other 
more and sometimes attending the same events, to 
build their following and trust in their messages.
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